
Results from Erasmus+ call announce the approval of the RUN-EU application 

Regional University Network (RUN-EU) becomes a 
European University 
 
The application of the Regional University Network to the European Universities initiative from the European 

Commission has been announced as one of the winners of the 2020 call. The Regional University Network 

alliance brings together eight like-minded, regionally focused Higher Education Institutions (HEIs): Polytechnic 

of Leiria (Portugal), Polytechnic of Cávado and Ave (Portugal), Limerick Institute of Technology (Ireland), 

Athlone Institute of Technology (Ireland), Széchenyi István University (SZE) (Hungary), Häme University of 

Applied Sciences HAMK (Finland), NHL Stenden University of Applied Sciences (Netherlands), and FH 

Vorarlberg University of Applied Sciences (Austria).  

 

 

 

The eight RUN-EU institutions share a common vision and a commitment to societal transformation in their 

regions in the context of both new and emerging regional and global challenges and in particular, sustainable 

regional development. The alliance members have a regional as opposed to a city focus and also have a 

proven track record in the delivery of future and advanced skills activities in teaching, learning, research and 

engagement relevant to societal challenges including future industry, sustainable development, environment 

and climate change, ageing population and social inclusion. 

 



The Regional University Network – European University (RUN-EU) will secure the sustainable economic, 

social, cultural and environmental progress of its regions and stakeholders. RUN-EU will implement this 

mission by delivering on the future and advanced skills necessary for its students and stakeholders to 

successfully meet the challenges of the future, engage in societal transformation and promote active 

citizenship. 

The mission of RUN-EU will be achieved through the development of: 

• Interuniversity Future and Advanced Skills Academies, which will promote and develop joint 

student-centred, challenge and work-based flexible learning activities, including Short Advanced 

Programmes and European Degrees, through collaborative and pedagogically innovative inter-

university and interregional approaches to higher education;  

• Interregional European Innovation Hubs, fostering joint RD&I activities, including at Masters and PhD 

level, with industry and regional stakeholders focused on three areas: Future Industry and Sustainable 

Regional Development, the Bio-economy and Social Innovation. 

• A European Mobility Innovation Centre, which will build and share expertise in innovative physical 

and virtual mobility initiatives and will assess the quality of new mobility activities. 

 

Over the course of the three-year work plan, RUN-EU will not only deliver on the key joint structures and 

programmes described previously, but it will also drive significant integration and exchange between the 

student and staff bodies across the alliance, through the:  

• Co-design and co-deliver of over 80 Short Advanced Programmes to classes of international students, 

proving more than 1.400 student mobility opportunities, including online mobility; 

• Co-creation of 24 double degrees, 12 of which will be running by the end of year three and which will 

provide at least 130 additional student mobility opportunities; 

• Co-development and co-delivery of at least 3 Joint Degree Programmes, at Bachelor, Master and 

Doctorate level; 

• The provision of 500+ academic staff exchanges as part of the Academic Programme and pedagogical 

development processes; 

• Acquisition of funding for 15 joint international RDI projects through the RUN-EU Discovery Program; 

• The provision of more than 150 mobility activities for researchers through the RUN-EU international 

research internship program; 

 

As RUN-EU will address big societal challenges and become a true engine of regional development, RUN-EU 

will utilise a quadruple helix approach to the collaborative co-design and co-creation of its pedagogical, 

research, innovation and engagement activities, by involving in its work programme relevant associated 

partners from each country drawn from industry, enterprise, regional government and society thus ensuring 

the maximum relevance and impact of the activities to be implemented.  

 

 

 

From the European Commission - Press release: 



“European Universities are transnational alliances of higher education institutions from across the EU that 

come together for the benefit of students, teachers and society. Today, the European Commission has 

unveiled the additional 24 European Universities that will join the first 17 alliances of higher education 

institutions selected already in 2019. With financial support from the Erasmus+ and Horizon2020 programmes, 

they enhance the quality, inclusion, digitalisation and attractiveness of European higher education.” 

 

“Each alliance receives up to €5 million from the Erasmus+ programme and up to €2 million from the Horizon 

2020programme for three years to start implementing their plans and pave the way for other higher education 

institutions across the EU to follow. Funding from both programmes is an important step in strengthening the 

interactions between the European Education Area and the European Research Area. The progress of each 

alliance is closely monitored.” 

 

More information available here: 

https://run-eu.eu/  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_1264  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/api/files/document/print/en/ip_20_1264/IP_20_1264_EN.pdf 

 


